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DESCRIPTION OF STAINED GLASS WINDOWS IN 
OUR LADY OF THE VISITATION CHURCH 

 
 

The stained glass windows in the nave of our church were commissioned exclusively for 
Our Lady of the Visitation Parish.  Their general design and their placement were authorized by 
James Cardinal Hickey and the Sacred Arts Committee of the Archdiocese of Washington.   

 
Because we are a parish named in honor of the Visitation of Mary, the fifteen windows in 

the apse celebrate the mysteries of the Rosary in use at the time our church was built.  Those 
immediately behind the tabernacle are the Joyful Mysteries (white); those on the left of the 
tabernacle (chair side) are the Sorrowful Mysteries (red); and those on the right of the tabernacle 
(ambo side) are the Glorious Mysteries (yellow).  Four of the sixteen windows in the nave of our 
church celebrate feasts of Mary not contained in the mysteries of the Rosary.  Because our 
church was built in the Jubilee Year of 2000, twelve windows honor saints listed in the 
“Millennium Booklet” of the Archdiocese of Washington.  Two other windows, those of Isidore 
and Peter Claver, mark feasts that are unique to the liturgical calendar in the United States.   

 
The grape-leaf border on the windows represents the communion of saints.  The color of 

each border correlates to the liturgical season in which the feast usually occurs.  The color of the 
cross in each window also varies:  white for saints, red for martyrs, and gold for Mary.  The 
name of the feast appears in the upper panel.  The date of the feast appears in the lower panel.  
Symbols or stories related to the feast and person appear in both upper and lower panels.  The 
center medallion is a hand painted representation of the saint named in the window. 

 
The dormer windows sanctify the day.  The two eastern windows celebrate morning and 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ; the two western windows celebrate evening and the Passion and 
Death of Jesus Christ. 
 
 The three archangel windows in the bell tower depict St. Michael, patron of police and 
pilots; St. Gabriel, patron of mothers; and St. Raphael, patron of medicine and healing. 
 
 
Mary, Mother of God  
Feast Day:  01 January 
“Mother of God” is the oldest title and feast for Mary.  Mary, under this title, is the patroness of 
the Archdiocese of Washington.  The coat of arms for our Archdiocese appears in the upper 
panel; St. Matthew, the Cathedral for our Archdiocese, is pictured in the lower panel. 

 
 

Elizabeth Ann Seton  
Feast Day:  04 January 
Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774 - 1821) was born in New York and raised as an Episcopalian.  
Widowed with five children, Elizabeth became a Catholic and was especially devoted to the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist (upper panel).  She founded the American Sisters of Charity 
in 1809, establishing the foundations for the parochial school system in America.  Mary of 
Nazareth School, a school serving our parish and six other parishes, met in our parish barn 
(lower panel) until their new school was built in 1996. 



St. John Neuman 
Feast Day:  05 January 
St. John Neuman (1811 - 1860) was born in Czechoslovakia.  He came to the United States and 
was ordained a priest in New York City.  He joined the Redemptorists (upper panel) and did 
missionary work in New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and Ohio.  Consecrated bishop 
of Philadelphia (lower panel), he organized the parochial school system into a diocesan one, 
invited teaching orders to the diocese, and established parishes for immigrants.  John Neumann 
was also known for his great love for the Eucharist and for the rosary. 
 
 
Katharine Drexel 
Feast Day:  03 March 
Katharine Drexel (1858 - 1955) was born in Philadelphia.  An heiress to a large fortune, she 
sought to help educate Native and African Americans.  In 1891 she founded the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  Their logo appears in the upper panel.  These sisters staffed missions and 
schools throughout the United States.  She founded the only Catholic University for African 
Americans, Xavier University, in New Orleans.  Its insignia appears in the lower panel. 
 
 
Damien de Veuster 
Feast Day:  10 May 
Damien de Veuster (1840 - 1889) was a Belgian priest and member of the Congregation of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (upper panel).  He volunteered to serve as a missionary to 
Hawaii where he ministered to lepers quarantined on Molokai.  The official flower of the Island 
of Molokai is the kukui blossom (lower panel).  Damien died of leprosy, 15 April 1889.  Hawaii 
selected a statue of him to be placed in the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol. 
 
 
Isidore the Farmer 
Feast Day:  15 May 
Isidore the Farmer (1070 - 1130) was born a peasant in Madrid, Spain.  Isidore spent his life 
laboring in the fields.  He was noted for his love of the poor and for his concern for the proper 
treatment of animals.  Isidore began every day by attending Mass.  When other workers 
complained, the owner is reported to have seen Isidore behind the plow early in the morning.  
According to local tradition, angels plowed his field while Isidore was at church (lower panel).  
Isidore is the patron of farmers and rural communities (upper panel). 
 
 
Pierre Toussaint 
Feast Day:  30 June 
Pierre Toussaint (1766 - 1853) was born a slave in Haiti (upper panel).  Jean and Marie Berard 
brought him to New York City in 1787, where he became a hairdresser.  He attended Mass daily.  
With Elizabeth Ann Seton, he founded one of New York City’s first orphanages, and he helped 
raise funds for the city’s first cathedral.  In 1990, John Cardinal O’Connor moved his remains to 
the crypt beneath the high altar of St. Patrick’s Cathedral (lower panel). 



Junipero Serra 
Feast Day:  01 July 
Junipero Serra (1713 - 1784) was born to a farming family in Majorca, Spain.  He became a 
Franciscan priest (upper panel) and a university teacher of philosophy.  In 1749 he was sent to 
Mexico where he established several missions in what is now California.  His first mission was 
San Diego (lower panel).  He was noted for his kindness to and defense of Native Americans.  
California selected a statue of him to be placed in the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol. 
 
 
Kateri Tekakwitha 
Feast Day:  14 July 
Kateri Tekakwitha (1656 - 1680) was born in Auriesville, New York, the daughter of a Mohawk 
Chief and a Christian Algonquin.  She was a member of the Turtle Clan (upper panel).  Smallpox 
killed her parents and her younger brother, and it left her partially blind.  Although fiercely 
discouraged by the Huron chief who adopted her, she sought instruction from Jesuit missionaries 
and was baptized on Easter in 1676.  She made a vow of chastity and lived a life of austerity and 
charity.  She so inspired the village of Caughnawaga, that she was given the name, “Lily of the 
Mohawks” (lower panel). 
 
 
Peter Claver 
Feast Day:  9 September 
Peter Claver (1581 - 1654) was born to a poor farming family in Spain.  He became a Jesuit 
missionary (upper panel) and, at his ordination to the priesthood, Peter vowed to become “a slave 
to the slaves.”  As slave ships (lower panel) arrived in Cartagena (Columbia, South America) he 
boarded the ships with food, drink and medicine.  With the help of interpreters, and despite open 
opposition and ridicule, Peter Claver instructed and baptized almost four hundred thousand 
people.  His feast is listed n the United States liturgical calendar. 
 
 
Isaac Jogues 
Feast Day:  19 October,  
Isaac Jogues (1607 - 1646), John de Brebeuf, Charles Garnier, Anthony Daniel, Gabriel 
Lallemant, Noel Chabanel, John de Lalande, and Rene Goupil were French Jesuit missionaries.  
They preached the Gospel to the Hurons and the Iroquois in what is now part of Quebec 
Province and New York State.  Father Jogues suffered torture and mutilation.  After escaping 
from his captors, he later returned to minister to the Iroquois.  These Jesuits, priests and lay 
assistants, were martyred by the Iroquois between 1642 and 1649.  The official seal of the 
Society of Jesus contains symbols for Christ crucified (upper panel).  Ships that sailed to New 
France flew flags with a white cross on a blue field (lower panel). 
 



Frances Xavier Cabrini 
Feast Day:  13 November 
Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850 - 917) was born in San Angelo, Italy.  She founded the Missionary 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart and established dozens of schools, hospitals and orphanages 
throughout the United States and South America.  While on a picnic in Colorado with orphaned 
children, she had them gather rocks and construct a large image of the Sacred Heart (upper 
panel).  Mother Cabrini believed that each of us is called to carry the gospel message to others, 
and that Mary, Star of the Sea, guides us to where we are most needed (lower panel). 
 
 
Rose Philippine Duchesne 
Feast Day:  18 November 
Rose Philippine Duchesne (1769 - 1852) was born in Grenoble, France, and entered the 
Visitation Order at nineteen.  After the community was dispersed during the French Revolution, 
Rose joined Madeleine Sophie Barat in her newly founded Society of the Sacred Heart (upper 
panel).  She led a pioneer band of nuns to Missouri, opened schools and worked in Sugar Creek, 
Kansas.  The Potawatomi Indians called her “woman who prays always.”  One night the children 
placed small feathers on her veil as she knelt in prayer.  In the morning, the feathers had not 
moved (lower panel).  She died in 1852 and was canonized in 1988. 
 
 
Presentation of Mary 
Feast Day:  21 November 
The Feast of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple is a feast celebrated in both the Eastern and 
Western Churches.  The lily is often used in sacred art to represent the ever-virgin Mary (lower 
panel).  On this feast in 1990, James Cardinal Hickey appointed Father Raymond L. Fecteau to 
explore the feasibility of establishing a parish in the Darnestown area.  The logo for Our Lady of 
the Visitation Parish, canonically established on 31 May 1991, appears in the upper panel. 
 
 
Immaculate Conception 
Feast Day:  08 December. 
In 1846 during the Sixth Plenary Council of Baltimore, the American Bishops placed the United 
States (upper panel) under the patronage of the Immaculate Conception.  The Council was held 
in the Basilica of the Assumption of Mary in Baltimore, Maryland (lower panel) the first and 
mother cathedral of the United States. 
 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Feast Day:  12 December 
Mary appeared as an Aztec Princess to Juan Diego in 1531 in Mexico.  Castillian roses bloomed 
miraculously and were used as proof of her appearance (lower panel).  Her visitation prevented 
an impending war between the native peoples and the Spanish military.  John Paul II (1978 – 
2005) declared Mary as patroness of all the Americas (upper panel). 
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